4 


To 1. K 


. 2 0 * L. E. 


* ET Aeg * chis my 
native land on a religious viſit, it 
has been my lot to be at divers places 


at the times when fairs were held; when 


my mind has been ſo concerned, that I 


could hardly be. eaſy without f 8 
through the fair, and bearing a ale TELL 


reſtimony againſt the folly, 740 Nute. 7 


ments, and ungodly practices that I 
beheld at theſe fairs, among the reſt, 


by a number of perſons going about the 


country exhibiting ſhews. 


Oh the concern of mind that I felt 5 
in not only beholding, but being brought. © © © 
to be deeply ſenſible of the conſequen- 

Et 0 of all ſuch vam amuſements and 
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12 ] 
ungodly practices, and their effects on 
the poor ſouls of all, ſuch who give up 
their hearts and minds to follow dent, 
if not timely prevented by unfeigned 
repentance and amendment of life. 

I have had with grief and ſorrow of 
mind to obſerve, that thoſe perſons who 
about the country with their vain 
thews, unhappily draw the minds and 
affections of the people, eſpecially the 
poor unſtable youth (whoſe inclina- 
tions are too readily and eaſily taken 
therewith) to ſpend their precious time 
and their money, too often corrupting 
and debaſing their morals, to the great 
hurt of both body and ſoul: | 
Whatever any one may plead or ſay 
on behalf of theſe vain paſtimes and re- 
creations, I would have all ſuch who 
have any regard for their well-being, 
either here or hereafter, ſeriouſly and 
ſolidly to- conſider this ſaying in the 
holy ſcripture, that “ thoſe who live 
In pleaſures are dead whilſt they live.” 
{ Which is to be underſtood of ſuch who 
give way to theſe ſenſual gratifications 
d in e „the luſt of the 
| | | 3 eye, 


37 L 8:1 ; 

. eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the 
“ pride of life,” which are not of the 
Fatlier, but of the world that lies in 
wickedneſs, and are the works of dar- 
neſs, that ought to be reproved. 

Ohl that all who proteſs themſelves 
to be the followers of Chriſt would ſe- 
riouſly conſider, whereunto we were 
called: ſee 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23. a glo- 
rious pattern of ſelf-denial. Chriſt alſo 


| ſaid, © Learn of me, for I am meck 


% and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find 
&« reſt to your ſouls.” * Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, with all thy ſoul, with all thy 
<< '{trength, and with all thy mind, and thy 
„ neighbour as thyſelf. * Love works 
% no evil to his neighbour: therefore, 
“ love is the fulfilling of the law.“ 
Ho full and comprehenſive are theſe 
expreſſions, were they but duly regarded 
by mankind in general; for if we love 
God as we ought to do, how. can we 
give way to folly, vanity, or ungodli- . 
neſs ? A true demonſtration of our love 
to God is our obedience to his com- 
mandments. If ye love me, keep my 
W command- 
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„ commandments. Ye are my friends 


„if ye do whatſoever I command you.“ 
If cherefore we are ſincerely deſirous 
to be his humble and faithful followers, 


ue muſt take up our daily croſs, and 


deny ourſelves of all thoſe vain prac- 
tices which I have already mentioned; 
for they are a ſhame” and a "reproach to 
the Chriſtian name. | 
I alſo further remark to thoſe who 
have undertaken, to promiſe and vow. 
for others, that © they ſhall renounce 
$ NE: devil and all his works, the 
omps and vanities of this wicked 
« . and all the ſinful luſts of the 
« fleſh, and keep God's holy will and 
6 commandiments. and walk in the ſame 


all the days of their lives,” that you 


would ſeriouſly conſider the promiſes 
and vows that you have made for others, 
and which have been made for you. 
And what is God's holy will concerning 
you and all mankind? It is our ſanc- 
tification and redemption. - Oh! how + 


many remain ſtrangers to this bleſſed 


ſtate; not ſo much as being redeemed 


from a vain converſation, not. having 
given 
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given up their hearts to the ſanRifying 
operations of his holy ſpirit, nor expe- 
rienced the redeeming virtue of Chriſt's 
blood to cleanſe and purity them from 
all fin, as the primitive Chriſtians did 
experience,. as you may read in yoo 
ſcriptures of truth: © In whom,” to 
wit, in Chriſt, ſaid his followers, we 
„ have redemption through his blood, 
« even the forgiveneſs of fins.” Col. 
„ 
oh love therefore to your ſouls do. 1 
have beſeech you, to give up your 
hearts to the pure operations of his ho- 
ly ſpirit, that you may be brought to 
a ſtate of true repentance and reconci- 
liation with God, according to the ex | 
hortation in ſeripture: Repent ye 
6. therefore, and be converted, that 


your fins may be blotted out, when 


„the times of refreſhing ſhall come 
from the preſence of the Lord.” Ads 

iii. 1 
"law. many are the offers of God's 
woes to our fouls, in order to draw our 
affections to himſelf, as it was former- 
hs How often, ſays. the dear Son = 55 
6 8 


„ 
God, would I have gathered you, as a 
hen: gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, but you would not; therefore 
the things that belong to your peace 
are hid from your eyes. A deplorable 
ſentence indeed | 
Therefore, for the Lord's ſake, and 
yo ur poor ſoul's ſake, turn to the Lord 
with full purpoſe of heart; amend your 


ways and your doings; no longer give 


way to folly and vanity, but repent 
ſincerely, and the Lord will receive you 
into the arms of his mercy, will abun- 
dantly pardon your trangreſſions, and 
remember your iniquities no more. So 
will you become his ſons and daughhj- 


ters by adoption. And that all may 


be brought to this bleſſed and happy 


ſtate, through obedience to the re- 


proofs and inſtructions of God's holy 
ſpirit in your hearts, is the fervent tra- 
vail and exerciſe of my heart for all 
mankind. _ 

I alſo earneſtly deſire all thoſe who 
take on them to be teachers, or 
preachers, amongſt any religious ſocie- 
ty or congregation, ſolidly ro W 
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how they ſtand approved in the ſight 
of God in the firſt place, reſpecting 
their on conduct: how far they ate 
good examples and true way- marks to 


their flock, and in a faithful diſcharge 
of their duty in advice and exhortation; 


in endeavouring to reſtrain their chil- 


dren and thoſe under their care from 


the follies and vanities herein mention- 


ed; ſo that they may ſtand clear of the 


blood of their children and families, as 
alſo of thoſe congregations to which 
they belong; which is a matter of great 
and ſerious importance. When I have 
paſſed along and beheld ſo much looſe- 
neſs, folly, and prophaneneſs, even 
ſometimes on the firſt day of the week, 
called Sunday, ſome at fooliſh play in 
the ſtreet, others in the grave-yard, it 
has grieved and afflicted me ſo much, 
that 1 have been conſtrained to admo- 
niſh them in divers places, and have 
ſaid in my heart, that ſuch who have 
_ undertaken to be teachers or preachers 


A* 


to the people, have great need to go to 


the ſeveral families, and adviſe both 
parents and children to refrain from all 
ö ſuch 


E 

/ We ought to conſider what it is that 
raiſes a nation, of a people, or a parti- 
eular into favour with Almigh- 
ty wit is righteouſneſs, juſtice, and 
a pps walking: before God- 
3 : ty, pride, and folly, and all 
ll. 5 — 1 and — 
| tao an people n che name of 
| * Chriſtians. - Mt - - 
r From a friend and wellmiſher to the 

| | IE | Huls of all mankind. | 


2X London, the gh of the, 
10 9 ns 


[oye 1 Toe Carpmoton, 
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